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WEDDING CEREMONIES AT ST SOPHIA
TEAETEYX TAMOY XTHN AI'TA XO®IA

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY - TTAPAKAAOYME AIABAYTE ITPOXEKTIKA

1L GENERAL

Thank you for choosing to get married at our Cathedral. Once we have agreed on a date
for the ceremony, it will be entered as a provisional date in the church diary and will be
held for 14 days. In order to confirm the date, you will need to pay a deposit of £200
(see Section 3, Payment Information). If you do not, your booking will be cancelled
automatically. However, we would be grateful if you could let us know as soon as
possible if you wish to cancel your booking so that we make the slot available to
someone else.

2. PAPERWORK
In order to have a wedding at St Sophia you must do the following:

a) Civil Ceremony: The religious service must be preceded or accompanied by a civil
ceremony. You must sign a legal statement at your local register office to say you
intend to get married or form a civil partnership. This is known as ‘giving notice’.
Without giving notice of marriage, you cannot get married. Giving notice is a legal
requirement. Your notice of marriage is then displayed for the public to see and anyone
can come forward if they know of any legal reason why you shouldn’t be getting
married. You have to give notice at the registry office in the area you live in regardless
of where your wedding venue is. You must give notice at least 29 days before your
ceremony. For example, if you give notice on 1 May, the earliest date you can get
married or form a civil partnership is 30 May. You must hold your ceremony within 12
months of ‘giving notice’.

You usually need to make an appointment to give notice at your local register office.
You must have lived in that registration district for the past 7 days. You and your
partner will need to give notice separately if you live in different registration districts.
You do not have to do this on the same day.

If one of you is from outside the UK, you and your partner must give notice together,
1
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unless you both have one of the following: British or Irish citizenship; settled or pre-
settled status under the EU Settlement Scheme; an application to the EU Settlement
Scheme that you made before 30 June 2021, which you’re waiting for a decision on.
You must give your notice together at a register office in the district where at least one
of you lives.

Following the notice you will either need to book a registrar from Westminster Council
(https://www.westminster.gov.uk/contact-westminster-register-office) to come to the
Cathedral to witness the religious service and then proceed with the civil ceremony OR
you have to get married before the religious service here at St Sophia, at your local
town hall.

We are not responsible for this part of the paperwork. It is your responsibility to make
the appropriate arrangements well in advance of your wedding at St Sophia.

The religious service will not be legally binding and cannot go ahead unless we have
proof in advance that you have made either of the above arrangements. We are not a
registered religious building and so a registrar must attend if you decide to have the
civil ceremony on the same day as the service at St Sophia’s.

b) Certificate of non-impediment (ITictomromtikd Ayopioc): At the earliest, six
months before your wedding the Greek Orthodox individual(s) must bring us their
certificates of non-impediment. If you were baptised in a Greek Orthodox church in
the UK, you will need to get your certificate from the Greek Orthodox church where
you were baptised. If you were baptised in Greece & have lived in the UK for over 3
years, you can get your certificate of non-impediment from St Sophia.

Once you have your certificate of non-impediment you will need to arrange a meeting
with our priest. At the meeting you must bring a copy of your baptism certificate and
your passport as well as your certificate of non-impediment. You must also come along
with two witnesses who will need to bring their own passports. The witnesses do not
have to be Orthodox but they cannot be close family members or your partner’s family.

If either the bride or groom is not Orthodox but of another Christian denomination, s/he
will need to show us his/her certificates of baptism. They do not need a certificate of
non-impediment if Anglican/Catholic.

The certificates of non-impediment are only valid for 6 months. If your wedding is over
six months away you should not yet make the appointment.

c) Permission to marry (Adewa I'duov): Once you have your certificates of non-
impediment the priest will apply, on your behalf, to the Archdiocese of Thyateira and
GB (5, Craven Hill, London W2 3EN, Tel.: +44 (20) 7723 4787) in order for you to
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be granted the permission to marry. A charge is applied for this paperwork, therefore
please pay the Archdiocese directly by bank transfer before your meeting with our
priest. The cost of the certificates of non-impediment are £20 per certificate and £60 for
the ‘permission to marry’.

The Archdiocese account details for the non-impediment certificates and permission to
marry are below. THESE ARE NOT THE BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR ST
SOPHIA CATHEDRAL OR FOR YOUR BOOKING DEPOSIT. ST SOPHIA’S
BANK DETAILS ARE UNDER THE PAYMENT SECTION (3).:

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira & GB,
Metro Bank

Account no:43198369

Sort Code: 23-05-80

IBAN: GB61MYMB23058043198369

Please use the word “certification” as a reference when making the payment and if you
are getting married at St Sophia, please bring the proof of payment with you to your
meeting for the certificates of non-impediment. We will then send them with the rest of
your paperwork to the Archdiocese and it will be returned to us in time for your
wedding.

d) Mixed religious weddings

It is possible to have a religious wedding with a non-Orthodox person in St Sophia, as
long as that individual is Christian and baptised. We will need to see proof of his/her
baptism.

The Orthodox Church does not perform religious weddings between Christians &
non-Christians. If such a union is to take place, the non-Christian party must be
baptised. Please contact Fr Nephon Tsimalis for catechism classes at
chancellor@thyateira.org.uk

3. PAYMENT INFORMATION

The total cost of a wedding at St Sophia is £680. If you wish to book the church for
the whole day to guarantee that no other weddings/baptisms will take place then the fee
is £2,500.

A non-refundable. non-exchangeable booking fee of £200 is required upon
confirmation of a wedding date. The balance of £480 (one hour slot)/£2,300 (whole

day) will have to be paid two weeks before the ceremony is due to take place. The
fees must be paid either by cheque or by bank transfer not cash. If you wish to make
an additional donation to the church or clergy on the day, you may do so at your
discretion.
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Choir. Should you wish to book the choir for your wedding there is an additional charge
of £660. A deposit of £100 for the Choir must be transferred along with the £200
deposit for the church to the same account (40-05-33, 61506935).

Cross If you wish to have the cross lit with candles a £100 fee is payable directly to the
Verger on the day in cash.

Both the choir and the Cross lighting are optional.

Cheques must be made payable to the ""Greek Cathedral St Sophia™. Please put the
date of the booking and your name at the back of the cheque.

Bank transfers must be sent to: HSBC, Greek Cathedral St Sophia, Sort code: 40- 05-
33, Account number: 61506935. Please put the date of the wedding as reference when
making an online payment.

4 LIST OF ITEMS REQUIRED

Two conjoined crowns

Gold bands

Bottle of koumandaria (sweet dessert wine)

Wine goblet (optional)

Two large white bridal candles max.8cm (optional)
Tray for sugared almonds (koufeta) or rose petals

a) Best Man/Woman (Koumbari) must be a member of the Orthodox Church. Non-
Orthodox may serve as witnesses but not act as active participants in the marriage
ceremony.

b) Church weddings are NOT permitted:
From the 12" December to Christmas — except by special licence from the Archdiocese.



Last updated Aug 2024

During Lent

From 1% to 15" August (Assumption)

On 5™ January) and Epiphany (6" January) — except by special licence from the
Archdiocese.

On the Feast of the Holy Cross (14" September)

2. ON THE DAY

Wedding times must be strictly adhered to. We do understand that sometimes a few
minutes’ delay is unavoidable, however, couples arriving very late must realise that
they may miss their turn and will have to wait until all other ceremonies are
completed. A late charge will also be applied both by the church and the choir (if it has
been booked).

Acceptance of this condition is binding on all couples that have their wedding at our
church. No exceptions will be made and the church will accept no responsibility for the
consequences of such a delay.

Strictly no confetti or rice permitted inside or outside the Cathedral. Only a small
amount of biodegradable rose petals are allowed outside the Cathedral. A fine of £100
will be issued if this rule is not adhered to.

6. PARKING

There is no on-site parking at our Cathedral, however there are parking meters on
Moscow Road and the surrounding area. Parking is free on a single yellow line or pay
and display meter after 1.30pm on a Saturday and all of Sunday.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the office of the
Greek Cathedral St Sophia, tel.: +44 (0) 203 887 0692 or +44 (0) 207 229 7260, email:
info@stsophia.org.uk, web: www.stsophia.org.uk

TEAETEYX TAMOY

1. TENIKA

Yag gvyaplrotovpe mov emdé€ate va mavrpevteite otov Kabedpikd Naod g Ayiog
Yopiag. MOMg cuppvicovpe v nuepounvio Tov ydpov cag, o Kataywpnbel mg
TPOGMPIVY] NUEPOUNVIA GTO NUEPOADYLO TNG EKKANGIaG Kot Oa kpatnOei yio 14 nuépeg.
INa va emPefoardoete v nuepounvia, Oa ypelactel vo TANPAOGETE Hid TPOKATOPOAN
£200 (BA. Evornra 3, [Anpogopies IDnpwung). Edv dev Adfovue tnv mpokatofoin, n
Kkpatnon oag o akvpwbel avtoépata. Qotdco, Bo NUACTE ELYVOUOVEG VO LOG
EVNLEPDOETE TO GLUVTOUOTEPO dLUVATOV €QV BEAETE VO AKVPADGETE TNV KPATNOT GG,
®ote vo dlfécovpe TV MPO 6€ KATO0V GAAO.
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2. EITPA®A
[N vo tavtpevteite oty Ayio Xoeio Tpénet va kAveTe ta ENG:

a) Ioltikdg I'dpog: H Bpnorevtikn tedet Tpénet vo tponyeitol 1 vo cuvodeveTaL omd
noATkd yapo. Ipénet vo vroypdwyete pio voppun onimeon 61o Tomikd cog An&lapyeio
OTL GKOTEVETE VO TOVTPEVTEITE e TOMTIKO YAp0. AvTd elval yvwotd mg «vouun
Kowvomoinon» yauov ko gfvot vopukr) araitnon, ympic ovt v dMAwmon dev pumopeite
va movtpevteite. H vouun Kowvomnoinon avakowvavel Ty Tpdect| Gog va, TavTpevTeite,
€161 0MO10GONTMOTE Amd TO KOwd Umopel vo, SNADGCEL GV Yvopilel Kdmoto vopupo Adyo
Yo ToV omoio dev pmopeite va mavpevteite. llpénet va kdvete avt v SNAmon 6to
An&uopyeio g meprpéperoc mov Ceite, aveEdptnta amd to mov Ba yiver o yapog. Emiomg,
1N dMAwon wpénet va yivel TOLAd IoTOV 29 nuépeg mpv Vv teret). ['a mopadeiyporog

xapM, €av Kavete T dMiwon 1 Maiov, n cuvtopdTEPN NUEPOUN Vi TOL pTOpPEiTE VL
Kévete ToMTkO yapo ivar otig 301 Maiov. [lpénel va mpaypatonomacete Ty TEAET
cog €vtog 12 unvaov amd v vOpun Kotvomroinong.

YuvnBmg mpémet va kheloete paviePov yio va KAVETE TNV VO KOWVOTOINGM GTO TOTKO
oag An&ropyeio kot va €xete {NOEL GTNV GLYKEKPLUEVT] TEPLPEPELN TIG TEAELTALES 7
nuépec. Edv (eite og dropopetikéc meproépeteg Oa ypelactel va KAVETE TNV VO
Kowvomoinom Eexmplotd 6To GYETIKO AnSlapyeio. AALG dev yperdleTon va yivel Tnv 101
nuépa.

Edv xémorog amd £50¢ elvar and 10 eEMTEPIKO, TPEMEL VOL KAVETE TNV VOLLUN
Kowomnoinomng padi, ektog av Kot ot 000 £xete pia amd TG ENG TEPMTOGELS: PPETAVIKN N
pAavdkn vnkodTnTa, Kabeotdg eykoteotnuévou (Settled Status) 1y
npogykateotnuévov (Pre-Settled Status) oto Ipdypaupa Eykatdotoong g EE (EU
Settlement Scheme), 1 £xete voPdiet aitnon oto [pdypappa Eykotdotaong g EE
npwv anod 115 30 Tovviov 2021 ko avapévere oe amoeaon. [Ipénel va kKavete v vouun
kowvomoinom pali og éva An&apyeio oty meprpépeta mov Ll TOLAAYLGTOV EVag Ao
€G0C.

Metd ) oAwon, Ba yperootel EITE va kheicete pavtefov pe Evav An&ilapyo amd to
An&upyeiov tov Westminster (https://www.westminster.gov.uk/contact-westminster-
register-office) yio va £pBet otov Kabedpikd Naod kot vo mopakolovbnoet
OpNoKEVTIKN TEAETN KOl GTN GUVEXELN VO TPOY®PNGEL GTOV TOALTIKO Yapo. EITE
umopeite va. moavtpevteite mpv amd 1o Muotipilo otnv Ayia Zoeia, 610 TOTKO GOg

An&uapyeio.
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[Mapaxarodpe vo Aapete voyn Ot dev eipacte veLHLVOL Yol AV TO TO PEPOG TG

ypapelokpatiog. Eival otkn cag evBhvn va kdvete Tig GUYKEKPIUEVES d1UOKOGIEG TOAD
VOPITEPO AT TOV YOUO GOG OTNV EKKANGLA.

H Opnoxkevtikn tedetn otov Nood pog dev Ba £yel vouuun 1oy Kot OgV UTOPEL va,
TPOYWPNGEL YOPIC TIC amOdEIEEIC EK TOV TPOTEP®V OTL EYETE KOVOVIGEL L0 OTTO TIC
TOPOTAVE d1evbeTnoelc. Agv EILOOTE KOTOY®PNUEVOC DPNOKEVTIKOC YDPOS KOL,
ETOUEVMC, Evoc AnElopyoc TpEmel va, Tapevpebel 0V OMOQPOGICETE VO TPOY LOTOTOINGETE

TOV TOMTIKO Yauo TNV idta nuépa ue th Opnokevtikn teAetn otnv Ayio Xooia.

B) Moetomomtiké Ayapiog: Ot EAAnvopBodo&ot mpémetl var pag eEpouvv ta
[Tietomomtikd Ayapiog Tovg 10 vopitepo €1 uve mpv amd Tov yapo tovs. Eav
Bantiotrkate og EAANvopBoooén exkAncio oto Hvopévo Baciiero, Oa yperactel va
TAPETE TO MGTOTOMTIKO GOG amd TV eKkAncio mov Pantiomkate. Edv fontictkate
omv EALGSa ko (eite oto Hvmpévo Baoileo mhvo amod 3 ypodvia, propeite va mopete
10 [Tiotomomtikd Ayopiog and v Ayio Xogia.

Moc népete to ITictomomrikd Ayapiog, Oa ypelactel vo KOVOVIGETE [L10L GLVAVINGT LE
tov Iepéa Tov Nao¥ pag. Mali oag Ba pépete éva avtiypago tov ITictomomticon
Banticewg kot 1o dfatiptd cog, kabag kot to [Tictomomrikd Ayapioc. Eniong, mpémet
va épBete pali kot pe dvo paptupeg ot omoiot Ba mpémet kot eketvol va pépovv ol S1KA
tovg draPatnpra. Ot paptopeg dev ypetdlovtor va eivor OpBddo&ot, oA dev Tpémet va
elval KOVTIva pEAN TS OIKOYEVELAG TV LEAAOVOLLP®V.

Edwv eite o youmpog eite n voen dev givar OpBodoEot adlhd aviikovv 6€ GAAN
Xpiotwovikn oporoyia, Oa wpémet va pag deiovv Ilictoromtikd Banticemg. Aev
ypewlovtar [Tistomomrikd Ayapiog edv eivar AyyAkavoi 11 KaBoAucol.

Ta ITIiotomomrikd Ayapiog 1oyvovv povo yio 6 unves. Mnv kieioete 1o pavteBov pe tov
lepéa edv o yapog cog Oa telest) petd amd €E1 pnvec.

v) Adgra I'apov: Mol napete Ta [Tictomomtikd Ayapiog, o iepéog B vrofdaiet v
aitmon Adeswa ['dpov ex pé€povg cag otnv Apylemiokonr Ovateipwv kot Meydang
Bpetaviag (5, Craven Hill, Aovdivo W2 3EN, TnA.: +44 (20) 7723 4787). Ynapyet
YPEOON Yo OAL OVTA TO EYYPOPOL, ETOUEVOG TAPAKAAOVUE VO TANPDOGETE amevOeiag TV
Apylemokon pEcm Tpamelikng LETAPOPAS TPV Ao TN cLVAVINGN Gog Le Tov lepéa Tng
Ayioag Zoogiag. O k6ot0o¢ TV [TIictomromrtikdv Ayapiog etvar £20 ava motomomtikd Kot
£60 ywo v Adea I'dpov.

Ta otoryeia Tov Tpamelikov Aoyaplacspov e Apylemiokonng ywo o [Tictoromtikd
Avyapiog ko Adswa I'dpov eivan mapokdto. AYTA AEN EINAI TA XTOIXEIA TOY
TPAIIEZIKOY AOTI'APIAXMOY TOY KA®EAPIKOY NAOY THX ATTAX XO®IAX
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"HITA THN ITPOKATABOAH THX KPATHXHX 2AY. TA XTOIXEIA TOY

TPAIIEZIKOY AOT'APIAXMOY THX AT'TAY XO®IAX EINAI XTHN ENOTHTA 3
ITAHPOOOPEIEXZ [IAHPQMHZ:

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira & GB,
Metro Bank

Account no: 43198369 Sort Code: 23-05-80
IBAN: GB61MYMB23058043198369

[Tapaxarodpue ypnowonmomote T AéEn "Certification" ¢ avapopd Katd TV
TPOYLLOTOTOINGT TNG TANPOUNG Kol GV Oa mavtpevteite otnv Ayio Zoeia, Topokolovue
va eépete poli 6oc v amdoelEn TAnpmung otn cuvévinon yw ta [lictonomrikd
Ayopiag. Ztn cvvéyela, Ba ta oteilovpe e ToL vTOAOUTA EYYPOPE GTNV APYLETIGKOT
Kot Bo oG T EMOTPEYOLV EYKOIPMG Y10 TOV YOO GOGC.

0) I'dpor pikt@v Opnokevpatov. Eivar duvatov va teleotr| Opnokevtikdg yopog
peta&d OpboddEoug kat un OpboddEovg otnv Ayia Xoeia, epodcov eivar XploTiovol Kot
Borticpévor. Oa yperactel vo dovpe amddeEn g Ponticemg Tov/Ine.

H Op0660&n ExkAnoia dev tehel Opnokevtikong ydpovg peta&h Xpiotiavay Kot un
Xpotiavav. Av Tpokertor vo yivel T€Too vaoT), To U XploTiovikd GTopo mTpénet vo
Bantiotel. [apakarovpe emkowvoviote pe tov T. Nfeova Towwain yo padnpoto
Katymong oto chancellor@thyateira.org.uk

IHAHPO®OPIEY TAHPQMHY

To cvvolkod KOGTOG £VOG Yaurov otnv Ayio Zoeia stvon £680. Av emBupeite va Kieioete
™V ekKANGia Yoo OAN TV nUEpa MOTE va dtouc@aricete 0Tt 0gv Oa mpaypatomomOovv
bAheg Teletég, TOTE TO OGO eivan £2,500.

INoa va e€ac@aricete  kpdTnon oag, amwartovue £200.00 tpokataforr) (un
emotpéyiun). To vroromo tocd tv £480 (Yo pio dpa) 1 £2,300 (v 6AN v nuépa)
npénel va. KotaPAnOel dvo efdopddeg Tpv amd v teAet). Ot TANPOUEG TPETEL VAL
yivovtal gite pe emtayn, eite pe tpamelikn Hetapopd, aird oyt peTpntd. Eivor ot
dlakpiom cog eqv emBuueite vo KAVETE o ETTALOV OWPED GTNV EKKANGIO 1] GTOVG
lEPELG TNV NUEPD TOV YALLOV.

Xopwoia. Edv embBupeite va €xete ) yopwodio oto Muompio, {nteiton emmAéov ypéwon
£660.00. Arouteitan £100.00 wpokatafoin (un emotpéyun) mov eivar Egxwplotd mocd
amd Ta ££000 TNG TEAETNG Kol TOPAKAAOVUE Vo TANP®OEL e TNV TpokaTafoin TV
£200.00 mov e&aocparilel Tnv kpdtnomn otov Kabedpikov Naoh
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Yrovpoc. Av emboueite va poTioTel 0 HEYAAOC GTAVPOG LE TO KAVTHALO, 0 KOGTOG Elval

£100, TAnpouéva petpntd otov Nemkopo v nuépa tng TEAETNG.
H yopwdia kot 0 potiopdg Tov XTtawpov ivotl TpoatpeTiKd.

Av gmBopeite vo TANPOCETE pe emTay], va TV ekdmoete oto Ovopa "Greek Cathedral
St Sophia”. IMapaxerodue vo avoypayete TV NUEPOUNVIO THG KPATNONG Kot TO OVOUA
00C 6TO TIGM PUEPOG TNG EMLTAYTG.

O1 tpomelikég petapopic mpémel vo anootélhoviol otov Aoyaplacpd: HSBC, Greek
Cathedral St Sophia, Sort code: 40-05-33, Ap1Opog Aoyopracpov: 61506935.
[TapaxaAoOe vo avaypayeTe TV NUEPOUNVIC TOL YALOL GOG MG OVOPOPA KATH TNV
TPAYLOTOTOINOT TG TPATECIKNG LETOPOPAG.

4. TA AITAPAITHTA

o XTEQOVO

e AoytvAidwn

e 'Eva pmovkait Kovpvrapia

e Ilompt kpac1o¥ (TpoarpeTikd)

e AvVo0 peydieg Aevkég Aapumades, LEYIOTO 8 eK. (TPOAPETIKO)
e Alokog pe KOLQETA 1 POSOTETAAN

a) Ov Kovpmapor. Ilpémer va givar OpBodoEot. Ot un OpBodo&ot emttpémoviat wg
HapTLPES, OALA OYL VO TAPOVY EVEPYT] CLUUETOYY| TNV TEAETH TOL MVoTipLov.

B) Ovyapor AEN tehovvran:

e Amob g 12 AekepBpiov €o¢ ta Xpiotovyevva — ekTdG e E0KN GOELD TNG
ApylemoKOnG.
e Koatd v d1dpketa e ZapaKoosTg

e Amd 1 émc 15 Avyovotov (n Koiunon g ®gotoKov)

o X11¢ 5 [avovapiov kot ta Ocopdvia (6 lavovapiov) — extdg pe €101KN AdELOL TNG
ApylemoKonng

e Tnvnuépa tov Tyiov Etavpod (14 XentepPpiov)

5. THN HMEPA TOY TAMOY

O 0peg TV Yapov Tnpovvtor avetnpd. Edv kot o1 pukpés kabvotepnoeig Mywv
Aemtdv givon Katavontég Ko 0Tt HePIKEG POPEG Eival avaTOPEVKTES, MOTOCO, TO.
Cevydpia mov @Tévouy TOAD apyd Tpénet vo. yvopilovv 0Tt umopel va yacovv T oelpd
TOVG Kot Ba Teptpévouy péxpt vo, ohokAnpBohv OAeg ot GAAeg TeleTEC. Oa
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emPAnOei emiong ypémon KabBvoTéPnong TG0 amd TNV EKKANGIo 660 Kot amd T yopmoia
(v v éyxete Kheioer).

H amodoyn awtod tov 6pov eivar despentikn yio Oha to (evydpto Tov TEAOVV TOV YAUO
Toug otV Ayia Xogia. Agv Ba yivouv egapéoelg kot 0 Kabedpikdg Naog dev Oa
amodeyfel kapio eOHVN Yo TIG CLVERELES TV KOOLGTEPCEMV.

Avotnpa amoyopeveTOL TO KOPQETL 1] T0 pOQL péca Kot £E® amd tov Kabedpikd Nao.
Emupénovrtal pévo Prodacnopeva podométora £Em amd tov ekkAnoio. Eav oev tnpndet
avto o Kavovag Ba emParovpe tpoctipo 100 Apav.

6. XtdOuevon

Aev vrdpyet yopog otabuevong otov Kabedpikd Naov, vtdpyovv mapkopeTpa otn
Moscow Road kot atnv yopw neployn. H otédBugvon givor dwpedv og kitpvn ypopuf i
o€ mopkopeTpo petd ™ 1:30 p.p. 1o ZapPoato ko OAN v Kvpox.

[Ma nepiocdTEPES TANPOPOPIES, TOPAKAAOVLLE VO EMIKOIVOVIGETE LLE TO YPOPEIO TOV
Kabedpikod Naov, th.: +44 (0) 203 887 0692 1 +44 (0) 207 229 7260, email:
info@stsophia.org.uk 1stocerida: www.stsophia.org.uk

1C
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